CHAPTER III

MODERN" INDIA
How It Began

ON the 20th of May, in the 5*ear of our Lord 1498, three
tiny vessels dropped anchor off the town of Calicut on
the south-western coast of India. Their sails bore the
sign of a great red cross, and from their mast-heads
fluttered the banners of Portugal. Over the stern of
the largest ship there hung a gorgeous flag with the
device and arms of Dom Vasco da Gama. With these
three vessels of little more than 100 tons burden each,
and \vith a total muster of 170 men, the intrepid admiral
had performed the hazardous eight months' voyagfi
from Lisbon. Harassed by heavy seas off the Cape of
Good Hope, when his mutinous seamen demanded that
he should turn back, da Gama had flung his charts and
instruments of navigation overboard, and, declaring
that he would put his trust in God, had set his helm and
spread his sails to the south-western breezes till the
palm-fringed coasts of India lay before him. We may
date modern India from the day of da Garna's landing.

The new-comers were at first kindly received by the
Hindu Raja of Calicut, but the Mohammedan Moors
(Arabs) showed hostility. Fleet after fleet was sent
out from Europe; till, after considerable fighting, the
Portuguese got a firm foothold, and the reputed wealth
of "the Indies" tempted adventurers of all classes.
Goa and Diu were captured, and are held to the present
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